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Stam lee presents: 4 DECIDEDLY DIFFERENT TALE OF... 


ee ee 


SPIPER-MAN! 

YoYOU CAME 2! 

YouLt HELP 
Me! 


= WANT ra NG i YS DEALO- SHOOIER 


T_KNEW WHAT I WAS DOING WAS 
RONG, BUT THE MONEY WAS 
Goob--$o I 75: i 


WE HAVE COME 
FOR YOU, SIMON 
MARSHALL. 


771 
A 


OK IT! 


THE BE- 


GINNING! 


IT USED TO BEA 
PHARMACIST... 
INTO DEBT..-BAD.-- 
AND THEN I WAS 
OFFERED A WAY 

us 


‘CERTAIN PEOPLE 
WERE PERFORMING... 
EXPERIMENTS. L WAS 
TOLD I'D BE RICH 

IF TINUED 


kt 
Hf WOULD Be USED 


KE --- THATS 


(ope SURE, 1F THAT'S 
grat you-- 
UH-OH! MY SPIDER- 
SENSE JUST WENT 
BIT! THERE'S 
GER! 


“CLOAK and 
DAGGER! “ 


Btn 


Ren, 


viz27i7ian 


BETTER NOT TO INTER- 
FERE, SPIDER-MAN 


i SURE T 
DON'T DO. MY GOOD 
GET A NASTY NOTE 


{QULO, 


YOU'RE NOT REALLY GONNA TRY TO STOP ME BY WAVING: 
THiS ISN'T A BULLFIGHT--AND YOU CAN'T SIDESTEP A GUY 
WITH SPIDER-SPEED! 


DARKNESS 
IS SOMEKOM 
TING MAY 


YOUR NEXT 
STEP SIMON 
MARSHALL-> 


ANOTHER $PU 
STEP AND Tt 


po? wiy.sust VW/Nosy-You've no | | sorry? 
JO SET | SORRY?! Lh 
DO YOU THINK 
REMORSE COULD 
POSSIBLY MEAN 
‘THI - 
wo 


MEANWHILE, ACROSS 
THE ROOFTOP.-. 


TO TAKE HIM, 
HE DLA. ! 


THAT {S$ WHAT WE 
CAME HERE TO DO. 


HE DESERVED. 
BETTER. 


P 
WHAT'D YOU DOO HIM? ALL RIGHT, 
HIS BLOOD'S FROZEN IN $ 
HIS Veins 


SO WHO NOMINATED YOu 
JO :THe SUPREME GOUT, 
LAOY$! 


BUT EVEN 
A/GHTS. 


=-5 DONT BELIEVE. 
IT! DAGSER EVADED ME 
AGAIN! T DIDN'T EVEN 
SBE HER MOVE! 


i THAT RCT! 
SHE MURDERED SIMON 
AARSHALL WITH HER DEADLY 
DAGGERS OF LIGHT 


ft  Y 


BLT THE FALLEN PHARMA 
Sar wees Paces Foe 
PRE START HE 
SEOWER SHiome ee 
SPEED KOR ASIL 


L- WATER TOWER? 


SPECTACULAR ee on 
SPIDER-MAN. Ge AN ALUMINA 


BIRKS ARE 
FOLLOWING OQ 


POSSESSED. 
MINDS OF 
THEIR OWNS 


Ds. q “TWO DOWN-- TWO. 
f L MORE TO GO! 
iene. ? AS LONG AS EOAN 
Keep Oasects =f . 
4 ‘BETWEEN ME AND s ~-TO BRING YOu 
THE DAGGERS- : DARKNESS, 


FOR THE SHIAMERS 
IMS SHAFTS OF 
DAGGER TO 
FIND THEIR 


YOU Can't 
HOLD Me: 


WH-WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 


Sone <_ = 18 | see 
az 
Bia //) 


THOUGH EVERY ORGAN OF HIS BODY 
SHUDDERS WITH GOPHER 


7 
Ex cioax ano 
AGSER! 

= A vis cAre! 


Fee. 


YOUR PAIN 
DOES NOT 
LAST LONG. 


THE SCREAMING OF A 

D THe SQUEALING. C3 

TIRES ON THE STREET FAR BELOV 
INTRUDE UPON SPIDER-MAN 


MARSHALL--THE DRUG-RUNNER® 
WE'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR: THAT 
SNAKE. FOR MONTHS, EVER SINCE.../ 


KNOW wi 
YOu 7 


TAKE 
POWDER! 


HEY. warr! 
YOU REALLY 
LOOK Sic 


ANG THEN. 


a ITS. 
SPIDER-MAN! 


YEAH, BUT 
THE STIFF LYING 

NEAR Hi 
LOOKS WORSE! 


HE'S GONE! WE HAD 

SPIDER-MAN DEAD-TO 

RIGHTS, AND We LeT. 
HIM GET AWAY! 


DON'T WORRY! 
THE CHIEF'S GONNA 
GIVE US A MEDAL 


FOR HAULING IN 
MARSHALL 


T DON'T KNOW 

If SPIDER-MAN 

SKRAGGED THAT 

DOPE-GEALER 
OR NoT-— 


THE NEIGHBORS R 

DISTURBANCE Uf ! THEY, 

DIDN'T Say ANYTHING ABOUT 
MERDERT 


TAMA TAKING V7 ENOUGH WiTH 
You Isto THE MIRANDA 
CUSTODY. You fT WARNINi 

HAVE THE TDION'T KILL 
RIGHT 7 

REMAIN 

SILENT-= 


2 BUT IF 30, HE DID THE 
City A SERVICE! 


! : 
1 WHERE He COLLAPSES (NTO A DEER AND 
DREAUWLESS SLEEP. 


THE POLICE KNEW ALL ABOUT 
SIMON MARSHALL'S DRUG- 
RUNNING ACTIVITIES, AND THE 
BUGLE KEEPS AN OPEN FILE 
‘ON ALL POLICE CASES. gs . 
g SSNS 


IF ANYONE CAN FIND . \ 
A THREAD IN JABRSHALLS Ce 2 
DEATH THAT MIGHT LEAD : A ) : H’LO, PARKER. 
CS = Se STARTED DIGG! 
< OUR MORGUE FOR THE 


BACKGROUND YO! 
AsouT. 


PLENTY. MARSHALL WAS AN 
EX- PHARMACIST HEAVY WITH 
ILLEGAL DRUGS. 


SO WHAT WAS HE 
DEALING? AMPHETAMINES 2 
TRANQUILIZERS? METHADONE? 


Va = 
SIMON MARSHALL WAS (AN (INFORMANT. 
A NOTED PHARMACALOK POLice TO 
CHEMIST FOR THE HO, 


NEW T 
EN LISTED IN THe 
CATEST MEDICAL JOURNALS, 


BA HE WAS BASED ON ELLIS ISLAND, AND: 
THE POLICE LAUNCHED A MIDNIGHT RAY 


\PPED THE 
ER 


2 USED TO BE THE FIRST STOP FOR Ia 
BY THE ONES WHO PASSED THE MEDICAL INSPECTION. THE OTF 
EDIT LYSOLA DELLE LACRIME =~ "THE (SLE OF TEA 


l,, 


5P Bis, > 
id 


STHE AVS THE COPS FOUND THAT 
NIGHT WERE BEYOND TEARS. 


BUT WHO WERE THE KIDS? WHY'D Th 
AAARSHALL'S DOPE IF THEY KNEW: 


THEY DION'T KNOW. THEY WERE RUNAWAYS: 
KIDS WHO'D STEPPED ON A RAINBOW IN. 
KANSAS -- TO FIND AN OZ SOMEBODY 

TOLD THEM EXISTED IN NEW YORK. 


THE MOB MET THEM AT THE PORT 
AUTHORITY BUS TERAMINAL WITH PROMISES: 
OF FOOD, CLOTHING, SHELTER== AND. 
% a HUSTLED ‘EM TO ELLIS ISLAND BEFORE 
THEY EVER SET FOOT ON "THE YELLOW, 
ss BRICK Raa! 
WHAT'S YOUR INTEREST 
IN ALLTHIS, PARKER % 


1-1 DON'T 
ET, MACK: Cl 


-- ABOUT A PAIR OF KILLERS THEN, FROM, WINCSHWERT. PERCH HIGH ATOP LADY LIBERTY S TARA, 
NAMED CLOQK ao DA | | EMRE Benes BO ote 007 BOCES LPOER AEM Yaek GAY TOMES 
DID THE MOB HIRE THEM TO KILL 
SIMON MARSHALL BEFORE HE 

BLASBED ABOUT HIS EMPLOYERS--| 


ORSE THERE MORE 
<0 THAT PaIR_THAN 
‘CAN EVEN 


"THE. SPECIAL FERRY THAT CARRIES SIGHTSEERS 
TO THE ISLAND DOESN'T RUN AFTER DARK--  § 


a ®: : 
NY NI ats 
Nee me? 
Vana dle < 


DOWNS WS EABILBR LN & 
| BELGE COSTEME H/TOHING. " 


AAACK TOLD 


LD 
ELLIS ISLAND FERRY, 
SUNK IN THE SLIP 


SINCE THE ISLAND ~ 
SHUT DOWN IN 1954! § 
Z BU, OVER BLL ELSE HE SMSES 
a eek SUE ATAOSPHERE 


Ba WE THE 
| SDIEICE, SP/DER- Az 
ek INCH IP HIS SPINE ==. 


ee 
= : 
WOULD LEAP TO - BETTER LE MMe 7 


THAT CAME FROM 
ACR: 


COULD Be BERS EXTR? 
CLOAK AND MP CARTRIDGE 
DAGGER f DY WEB: 


T WAS MINDING AAY OWN. 
BUSINESS ~-RUNNING NUMBERS: 
DOWN ON DELANCY STREST-- 
WHEN YOUR CHICK [CED ME! 


Ry KNOW? KNOW 
(AT? WW ADDAYA 
TRYIN! TA PIN OW 
Me 21 


THEY SOT VW THey KNEW ALL OUR 
MARSHB EL: NAINEE ALL OUR 


See 


DAGGER 
AND 
SURVIVED! 


TSSRWaFLSEROOTRR STE 
NWHAT Was YOU. all, 
Sees THEN 
7 you'u. Leave 
/ See YE ET, 


NGOUTS? 


SURE! ONCE WE HAD ‘Em Y We NEVER THOUGHT 
HERE Hesee See OUR Uf ANY OF EM WOULD 
Hi 


REMAIN ALIVE TO 
EMBER! 


pote e ts 


We'LL 666 THE: 


WELL TURN OURSELVES IN] 


ROLL UP HIS SLEEVES AND 
PIN HIS ARMS. WE DON'T WANT 
TO HAVE TO REPEAT THs. 


DRUGS ARE GETTING EXPENSIVE 
‘TO IMPORT! PAYOFFS ARE EATING 
INTO OUR PROFITS. BUT [F THIS 

STUFF I'VE CONCOCTED WORKS-— 


TO WIP 
Nic Ope THE STREETS 
He KIDS" al Be THs 
STUFF UP LIKE FLIES LAP SUGA 


NOT THAT (T MATTERED. IN THE END. 
WE WERE ALL THROWN IN THAT SAME, 
DANK, DARK ROOM FOR NOBSERVATION! 


iN WITH 


I THOUGHT THEN THAT 
T WAS DYING. I WAS 
WRONG. T LIVED. 


GENTLEMEN, T SUGGEST THAT WE 
WASH_OUR HANDS OF THIS OPERATION 
AND CUT OUR Losses! RUS T 
THE KIDS ARE ADAINISTERED TO THESE CHILDREN: 
DROEPING LIKE 
IES! 


WILL K/L THEM LONG BEFORE ANYONE 
THINKS TO SEARCH ELLIS ISLAND FOR 
A BUNCH OF RECENT RUNAWAYS! 


ITS THE 
ORUGINT'S 
KICLING 
THEM | 


TWO OF ‘EM 
ARE MISSING, 
DOC. THEY MUST 
HAVE CRAWLED: 
Away. 


THEY 
WON'T LAST 
LONG WITH 


59 YA BLEW IT, 

DOC! YER SYNTHETIC 

ADDICTION 15 A 
Bust! 


THE POLICE WILL 
LEARN NOTHING 
FROM THEIR 
coRPSES! 


“SIMON MARSHALL WAS RIGHT 
Aebaud’s 


WE'RE THE 
ONLY ONES wo 


“WE WERE ALIVE BEcngse 
‘OUR 


SOMETHIE 


INSTEAD. 
OF FIGHTING 
yOu, WOULD 
HAVE HELPED 

YOU BRING 
THe: 


Z_UNDERSTAND NOW Wuy LM NOT GETTING THROUGH FO WE waRNeD You 
THEM! THEY'RE SO BENT ON NOT TO INTERFERE, 
AVENGING THEIR FRIENDS ‘SPIDER-MAN! 
WHO DIED! 


. if \ QNMH! DAGGERS 
ITS NOT UwSTICE 7 TRYING TO DRWE 
WE WANT, SPIDER-MAN. 
FT (6 VeNGEANce! 
THESE MEN MUST 
DIE! 


GLASS-SHARDS, 
ALL AROUND ME! 


CLOAK/YOURE A 
EPORTER, BRENT. 

DON'T WORRY, WES-HEAD! 

THis BROAD AINT KILLIN’ IE GOT FREE 
ANYONE TONIGHT! SuST IN TIME! 


DON'T Move, 


:, HEROE: STAY BACK! IF YOu 
SUVER OF GLASS TH, THE 


D FOLLOW ie 
MY ROPES CAN END THIS FRAIL BUYS THE 
BABE'S LiFe! FARM! r 


EVEN THE 
LIGHT THROUGH 
ie WINDOWS: 
SEEMS A MILLION 
MILES away! 


ONLY SLO¥ 
US DOWNS 


THERE WILL 
NEVER AGAIN 
BE LIGHT FOR 
THE LIKES OF 
you! 


OH, NO! HES 
GONNA KILL OS 
FOR WHAT WE 

DID TO Him! 


SORRY, GENTS/ THIS 


LADY'S ‘ALREADY TOO 


FURTHER BY LEECHES 
Like You! 


YES, RUN. -- 
STRAIGHT 
INTO MAY ANGRY 
ARIAS / 


HE'S MAKING 
(T GET 
DARKER! 


FOR WHAT 
WE AND 
AAARSHALL DID. 
TO THE KIOS/, 


FOR WHAT. 
WE ALMOST 
DID TO His 
GIRLFRIEND! 


FHERES NO LIGHT 
ANYWHEREL 


LooK! 
UP AHEAD: 
SOMETHINGS 
SHINING LIKE 
A STARS 


NOT EVEN CLOAK ONCE WE REACH THE 
ee ey 
FOREVER! Si 


} S086 BUVELOPS DAGGER 
WITHIN HIS CAPE, AND THEY 
RAI 


WHAT YOU CALL 
SUSTICE HAS 
BEEN DONE, SPIDER- 
MAN, YET NO ONE 
LIVES TO TELL 
THE TALE... 


NYONE 
COULD HAVE 

SURVIVED A FALL 
FROM THis 


Nscoat A Avenue 


New York 10022 


Dear Spider-Peopie, 

I've been wanting to write this letter for 
some time, but | always seemed to find one 
reason or another to put it off. Well, today | 
got SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #59 in 
the mail — and after reading it, | decided to 
sit down and get this over with! 

About issue #59... | LOVED IT! 

| never was much of a Gibbon fan, but 
the way Roger Stern handled his return was 
excellent. I'm glad Spider-Man took him out 
with one punch. The Gibbon never was 
much of a threat to the ol Wall-crawler. Get 
him straightened out soon, andout of the he- 
fo/viliain business. 

By the way, where was John Byrne this 
issue? | thought he was the regular penciler. 
Not that | have any complaints with Jim Moo- 
ney's art this issue... as a matter of fact, he 
really outdid himself! 

{I'm giad to see that Tom DeFaicois ed- 
iting all of the SPIDER-MAN tities. Now they 
can really start to correspond! 

This Beetle plot should make for an ex- 
citing anniversary issue. | can't wait to see 
how May Parker's favorite nephew gets 
himself out of this mess! 

if you keep turning out issues ike #58 
and #58, Roger, SPECTACULAR SPIDER- 
MAN is going to have a bright future ahead! 

Marc Mumbieau 
13 Forest Manor 
Northport, AL 35476 

Your opening had us worried for 2 
minute, Marc! Giad to hear that we satis- 
fied your Spider-cravings. 

John Byrne had planned to pencil 
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN regularly, 
but discovered that the FANTASTIC 
FOUR was taking up too much of his 
time. 

By the way, Jim Mooney did handle 
the finished art for issue #59, but he was 


following J. Straitski's layouts! 
(J. WHO?!) _ 
Dear Tom and everyone else, 

In @ nutshell, SPECTACULAR 


SPIDER-MAN #59 was beautiful! The high- 
light, of course, was the resurrection and re- 
vamping of the Beetle! The Beetie has al- 
ways had the potential of becoming one of 
Marvel's most exciting and dangerous vil- 
lains. However, for some reason, writers 
never seemed to fully recognize that poten- 
tial. (Of course, his old, ridiculous costume 
didn't exactly help matters.) It's good to see 
him rescued from has-been-dom with the 
new duds, anew scheme, and—atlong last 
—some character development. (Any other 
villain would have gone ahead with his 
threat to killthe Ringer lastissueshaving one 
criminal bluff the other was a great touch!) 

Ihave no idea who J. Strzitski (how do 
yOu pronounce that?) is, but he and Jim 
Mooney did an excellent job onthe an! 
Please keap em’ both. Bob Wiacek's cover 
was a masterpiece! Give the guy an extra 
helping of ice cream —his choice, natch! By 
the way, putting ‘the credits in the movie 
screen as part of the story was cute — re- 
miniscent of many a story by Stan Lee, who 
has aiso been know to fool around with his 
bylines! 

A few more issues like this one, and 
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN may well 
become my third favorte Marvel Comic 


right behind X-MEN and the AVENGERS! 

Giad to hear that someone's finally con- 
trolling all four of the Web-head's maga- 
zines, Thomas! Lotsa luck! 

Greg Gilliarde 

2823 Felix Street 

St. Joseph, MO 64501 

Thanks, Greg! But we really won't be 

satistied until SPIDER-MAN is number 
‘one on you list! 

Bob Wiacek sends his thanks, and 
says that he'll take Rocky Road! 

‘And just who is J. Straitski, anyway? 
Hmmm? 

Dear Marvel, 

In tegard to SPECTACULAR SPIDER- 
MAN #59, featuring the work of an artist 
named J. Strzitski... I'm sure that neither | 
nor Marveldom Assembled have ever heard 
‘ofhim. | was looking at the last pane! of page 
four when the “revelation” hit me that “J. 
Strzitski" was actually the pencils of Steve 
Ditko inked by John Romita Sr. “Nice try, 
guys!"! thought. Ah... then | looked again. 

Although a fot of the book looks Dit- 
koesque, alot of it doesn't. 

Okay, So you've got me! Who's 
Strzitski? 

‘And how do you pronounce that last 
name? 

Carl F, Correa 
56 Linden Street 
Lindenhurst, NY 11757 

Strzitski is pronounced “strézz-LIT- 
ski", Carl. And it's a fine old Polish name 
which, several generations ago, was 
changed to “Shooter”! 

Yes, J. Strzitski is actualy sim 
Shooter, the world’s tallest editor-in- 
chief! When Roger originally came up 
with the idea of running the credits on the 
movie screen, he tried and tried to come 
up with some sort of credit which 
wouldn't call for fisting Jim's name 
twice! (Rog eschews redundancy!) Final- 
ly, in @ moment of inspiration — though 
some might call it dementia — he hit on 
the idea of using Jim’s family's old an- 
cestoral name. 

So, let's have a big hand for the 
layout talents of James Patrick Strziiski... 
er.... Shooter! 


Dear Tom, £ 

!f Marty Blank wanted to be a super-he- 
fo, respected, and even hail the man Spider- 
Man is, then how come he picked a hero 
igentity which naturally elicits laughter? 
Monkeys are humorous animals, you know. 

Marty's little question and answer ses- 
sion with his buddy Jack — on page ten — 
was neat 

noticed in the letters page that Rick S. 
Jones wants you to cut down on Spider- 
Man's wisecracks. Well, | happen to like 
wisecracks and hope to see more. 

Speaking of the letters page, | see from 
this issue's yellow box that Tom DeFalco al- 
soedits MARVEL TALES. Why bother? The 
stories are already edited. Of course, in a 
few months, MARVEL TALES will reach the 
point at which the SPECTACULAR SPID- 
ER-MAN stories will have to be fit in ance 
the AMAZING stories, so... 

And what's the’ difference between 
teaching assistants and student teachers? 
None? How come nobody uses the latter 
term at Marvel? In real life, “student 


teachers’is the correct titie for students who 
also teach classes. I've never heard “teach- 


ing assistant’ used before. ps Thone 
(Address withheld 
by request) 


Actually, Frank, “student teachers” 
Is the correct title for college students 
who teach classes in primary and secon- 
Gary schools! Graduate students: who 
supervise undergraduate courses in cok 
leges are calied “teaching assistants”! 

And we'd like to take the opportunity 
to point out that this very month, MAR- 
VEL TALES goes back to the beginning! 
Yes, with MARVEL TALES #137, we'll be 
reprinting the very earliest SPIDER-MAN 
stories by Stan Lee and Steve Ditko, 
starting with the origin of Spider-Man, 
just as it appeared in AMAZING FANTA- 
SY #15! Plus, issue #137 also includes 
the origin of Doctor Strange, exactly as it 
speared in STRANGE TALES #115! 
of the Lee-and-Ditko triumphs 
wn helped launch the Marvel Age of 
Comics! Miss them not! 

Dear Marvel, 

In. SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN 
#59, page four, panel 5, Marty Biank thinks, 
“Yeah, my old suit is as good as new!” 

How could it be as good as new? 

If you look at AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, 
#112, page one, you'llsee that a nurse asks 
Spider-Man what to do with the Gibbon's 
costume. Spider-Man says, “Burn it, nurse 
lady... burn iti?” 

What gives? 


Todd Jensen 

1550 Ingram 
Livonia, MI 48154 

Obviously, Todd, she didn’t follow 
‘Spider-Man's advice! 


AGIPE FROM GETTING WRAPPED uP IN FACT, IT Takes 
WITH CUTIES LIKE DoeTOR OCTOPUS MAGNIFICENT MARVEL 
HERE-- I HAVE TO CONTEND WITH COMICS TO TELL ony Pet 

OLLEGE STUDIES, MY LOVABLE STORY EACH AND EVERY 
OLD AUNT MAY, JOLLY JONAH MONTHS 
JAMESON OF THE DAILY BUGLE, 
AND MY EVER- SWINGING 
SOCIAL LIFE / 


LIFE AG A 
FRIENDLY, 


FOLLOW THE INCREDIGLE EXPLOITS OF THE WORLD’S MOST 
WAy- Due WEB-SLINGER IN EVERY MONTHLY /SSUE OF... 


